About project
On the occasion of the 100th anniversary of
Poland's independence the Koncept Kultura
Foundation invites the audience in The Polish
Museum of America in Chicago and The J zef
Piłsudski Institute in London on a virtual voyage
onboard the most magniﬁcent Polish ocean liner —
MS 'Piłsudski'. The VR technology takes the visitors
to the underwater world where the Polish history
of 100 years ago awaits hidden.
Thanks to VR technology the audience immerses
into the beautiful and mysterious underwater world
to be bewitched with the surrealist elements of the
Polish history and meets the heroes of the past —
the icons of Polish independence: J zef Piłsudski
and Ignacy Jan Paderewski, the president of the
United States of America — Woodrow Wilson
and the cult capitain of MS 'Piłsudski' —
Mamert Stankiewicz.
The virtual story of the Polish ocean liner, rich
in emotional moments and magical experiences,
discloses the history of the magniﬁcent ship
which today rests some 110 feet underwater,
on the botom of the North Sea off Flamborough
Head. The viewers experience the momentous
events of Poland's history shown in an interactive
environment.

The photorealistic visualisation of the wreck of MS 'Piłsudski'
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Introduction
By the end of the eighteenth century, Poland —
the country of a millennial tradition — lost her
independence. Russia, Prussia, and Austria divided
Poland into three parts and erased the country
from the map of the world.
During the following 123 years of sacriﬁce,
Poles continued to ﬁght for their independece.
In 1918, the Polish people regainded their
independent statehood and started a dynamic
reconstruction of their sovereign country.
At the helm of this change was J zef Piłsudski —
the legend of Poland's struggle for independence.
His name was lent to a magniﬁcent Polish
ocean liner.
MS 'Piłsudski' became a hero of the virtual show
created in order to celebrate the one hundredth
anniversary of the regaining of independence
by Poland!

J zef Piłsudski, Marshal of Poland, in his study at work; a picture from the National Digital Archive of Poland
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Why MS 'Piłsudski’
MS 'Piłsudski' was unique. It can tell us the history
of Poland being reborn after 123 years
of occupation by her neighbors. It was the child
of Poland's hard won independence, access to the
sea and construction of the port in Gdynia.
It perished with the death of the independent
Poland in 1939, soon after the outbreak of World
War II when it sailed into a German ﬂoating mine.
In this project it became a symbol of the interwar
Poland and her fate.
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MS 'Piłsudski' in the port of Gdynia, 1939; a picture from the private collection of Grzegorz Rogowski

The pride of reborn Poland
MS 'Piłsudski' was the fastest tourist class ship
in the Atlantic. Equipped, already then, almost
100 years ago, with an autopilot and the most
advanced technology. For Poland, regaining
independence after 123 years of occupation,
she became a source of pride and a means
of promotion.

The welcoming of MS 'Piłsudski' in Philadelphia (U.S.); a picture from the private collection of Grzegorz Rogowski
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The symbol of spirit, pride,
and courage
An enormous medallion, imitating the decoration
given to Polish Legion soldiers for ﬁghting for
Poland's independence, was placed on the bow
of the ship to commemorate those whom Poland
owned their independence to.

A huge silver crest on the ship’s bow was fashioned after the Faithful Service Badge established by the order
of J zef Piłsudski, a picture by Henryk Poddębski from the National Digital Archive of Poland
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Hot welcoming
MS 'Piłsudski' started her maritime adventure
on August 27, 1935 with a cruise from the Italian
port of Trieste to Gdynia, Poland, with 738
passengers onboard. On September 12 at 11 AM,
the ocean liner was greeted in Gdynia by a crowd
of thirty thousand people who traveled from all
over Poland to see and celebrate the magniﬁcent
Polish motor ship.
Poles living abroad were also proud of the ship.
Thousands of them warmly greeted the ocean liner
sailing in the USA, Canada, Denmark.
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The welcoming of MS 'Piłsudski' in Copenhagen; a picture from the private collection of Jerzy Drzemczewski

A ship with a Polish personality
Along with the growing patriotic attitudes
stemming from the building of the new Polish
statehood, the Polish Government developed an
expectation for MS 'Piłsudski' to inspire awe and
appreciation for her functionality, beauty, and her
Polish personality, especially among her foreign
passengers.

The interiors of MS 'Piłsudski’ — pictures from the collections of the Archive of the Polish Academy of Sciences (the Lech Niemojewski collection)
and the National Maritime Museum in Gda sk
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Triumphs of Polish art.
After 1918 Polish artists join in the effort to rebuild
the nation with stunning enthusiasm: the Polish
culture has not ﬂourished with such an intensity
in centuries! In 1925, Poles brought from The
International Exhibition of Modern Decorative and
Industrial Arts in Paris 216 awards and distinctions.
Among those represented in Paris were artists
who worked on the interiors of MS Piłsudski: Zoﬁa
Stryjeńska, Wojciech Jastrzębowski, Bonawentura
Lenart, Mieczysław Kotarbiński, et al. Thanks to
them the heavy curtains and gold decorations,
the symbol of luxury on the Titanic, were replaced
with modern, elegant and functional furniture
drawing on art déco and Polish national style.
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The interior of the Pavilion of Poland at the International Exhibition in Paris in 1925;
from the collections of the National Digital Archive of Poland

The ambassador of Polish culture
The entire interior of the ship was designed by 79
Polish artists of world renown.
Each and every detail of the ship's ﬁttings, starting
with the bow ornament all the way through the
tableware. was to invoke Poland, her art
and culture.
Therefore MS 'Piłsudski' was called the ﬂoating
ambassador of Polish culture .

'A Girl with a Jump Rope', the sculpture in bronze located in the tourist class smoking room, a photo from the private collection of Jerzy Drzemczewski
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The ﬂoating city
'Piłsudski' compared favourably with other ocean
liners in terms of passenger entertainment destined
space. They had at their disposal over 2 thousand
square meters: deckchairs, shufﬂeboard games,
three bars, a shop with souvenirs, two hairdresser's
and beauty parlours where ladies could have their
hair done before a ball, a concert or a reception a
ball room, a chapel, dining rooms, verandas,
a ﬁtness room, a swimming pool. All this for
the passengers!
A lift, served by an elevator boy, helped passengers
move between decks. It is hard to believe it was
almost 100 years ago!
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The interiors of MS 'Piłsudski’; pictures from the private collections of Jerzy Drzemczewski

The crew
Passengers were taken care of by the captain
and the ofﬁcers, by stewards and stewardesses,
chambermaids, waiters. There were even a butcher
and a Carpenter.
'Piłsudski' was the only ship with a printery
onboard. It issued the ship paper 'Kurier Morski'
where you could read about life on board and
world news sent via radio.

The crew of MS 'Piłsudski’, pictures from the private collections of the W jcikiewicz family
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Under the Polish ﬂag
Under the Polish ﬂag 'Piłsudski' sailed
across the Atlantic, from Poland to the USA
(Gdynia—Copenhagen—Halifax—New York).
The waters of the Atlantic were dangerous to
'Piłsudski' during the stormy weather of winterspring passages due to construction-related
problems. That is why the ship would then sail
the much calmer waters of the Caribbean.
Cruises organized for American tourists were
a signiﬁcant source of income for the shipowner.
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Raising of the Polish ﬂag and a stay in the port of call during the cruise in 1935; pictures from the collections of:
the W jcikiewicz family and the National Maritime Museum in Gda sk

The last voyage
The outbreak of World War II which
interrupted Poland's development found the
ship on the return voyage from New York.
MS 'Piłsudski' was ordered to sail to New
Castle in Great Britain where passengers
disembarked. In the local shipyard, the ship
was adapted for military purposes. On 25
November 1939, 'Piłsudski' sailed on its ﬁnal
voyage. The pride of the Second Republic of
Poland sailed into a German ﬂoating mine
and sank into the waters of the North Sea.

A magnetic mine from the World War II,
a picture from the collection of the Imperial War Museum

The photorealistic visualisation of MS 'Piłsudski’ on its ﬁrst war mission
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The world of tomorrow
The shipwreck of MS 'Piłsudski', which today
rests on the bottom of the North Sea, symbolizes
a complex history of the Poles who often had to
ﬁght and then to build their nation anew.
Nowadays Poland is a modern and beautiful
country, a member state of the European Union.
One of the countries of tomorrow that has been
dynamically developing and looks boldly into the
future. The nation that cherishes its traditions,
cultural heritage and history and presents them
in the high-tech language of today.
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The capital of Poland, the view of Warsaw downtown

The Koncept Kultura Foundation
The project is implemented by the Koncept Kultura
Foundation — a creative perpetual motion machine
driven by the energy of a group of creative
enthusiasts. For years now, they have been creating
projects in the domain of history, literature, art,
advanced technologies and museum education.
It is their passion to present historical events with
the help of modern, often surprising, forms of
communication.

More about the foundation and its projects
you may ﬁnd at www.konceptkultura.pl

The mobile VR Theatre by The Koncept Kultura Foundation during the tournée in The Polish Museum of America, Chicago 2018
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The power of cooperation
This innovative and extremely complex project would
never have been possible without the involvement,
contribution and cooperation of a host of partners,
especially The Farm 51 Group — a team of enthusiasts
who develop computer games and virtual reality
applications, and contribute to the dynamic growth of the
new technologies market. Their projects combine game
development experience, advanced photogrammetry
and 3D scanning solutions, as well as passion for telling
interesting, original stories.

Producers:

The project has been also organised in co-operation
with the Adam Mickiewicz Institute as part of POLSKA 100,
the international cultural programme accompanying the
centenary of Poland regaining independence.

Co-producer:

Partners:

The POLSKA 100 programme presents the most important
achievements in Polish culture from the last one hundred
years, those which are still inspiring artists and audiences
alike everyday across the globe.
Financed by the Ministry of Culture and National Heritage
of the Republic of Poland as part of the multi-annual
programme NIEPODLEGŁA 2017–2021.
The goal of the Adam Mickiewicz Institute, a state-funded
cultural institution operating under its ﬂagship brand
Culture.pl, is to promote Poland and Polish culture
abroad. Through the presentation of high-quality
initiatives and events in the ﬁelds of art, music,
and design, the institute aspires to introduce an
international audience to contemporary Polish culture.

Financed from the funds of the Ministry of Culture and National Heritage, within the scope of the Multiannual Program INDEPENDENT 2017-2021,
as part of the "Cultural bridges" subsidy program of the Adam Mickiewicz Institute.

More information about Polish culture worldwide at
www.culture.pl
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